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Goals 

 

The purpose of the Spanish major is stated in four Modern Languages Department goals: 

 

(1) Students will demonstrate proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing 

in Spanish. 

(2) Students will demonstrate an ability to engage in meaningful interactions in 

Spanish with people from other countries. 

(3) Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze and conduct research on works of 

literature from the Spanish-speaking world. 

(4) Students will demonstrate their comprehension and appreciation of the diversity 

of the Hispanic culture and their understanding of the social, historical, political, 

and cultural contexts of the Spanish-speaking nations of the world. 

 

These Modern Languages Department goals match well with Millikin’s University-wide 

learning goals: 

 

(1) Millikin students will prepare for professional success. 

(2) Millikin students will actively engage in the responsibilities of citizenship in their 

communities. 

(3) Millikin students will discover and develop a personal life of meaning and value. 

 

The table on the follo
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Learning Goal Corresponding MU Learning Goal 

Number(s) 

Students will demonstrate proficiency in 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing in 

Spanish. 

1 

Students will demonstrate an ability to 

engage in meaningful interactions in 

Spanish with people from other countries. 

1, 2 

Students will demonstrate an ability to 

analyze, and conduct research on works of 

literature from the Spanish-speaking world. 

1 



 4 

 

The Department continues using a communicative language lab for students who are 

taking Spanish 103 and also for students taking Spanish 114, which consists of group 

work with the coordination of a facilitator. Its main goal is that the students can achieve 

an advanced level of oral proficiency. Students spend an hour per week in the lab talking 

about the topics that are being studied in the language classes.  

 

The Chair of the Department (Dr. Eduardo Cabrera) has been in charge of interviewing 

and hiring the tutors and facilitators for the lab. He has been also responsible of 

monitoring the functioning of the lab: the work of tutors and facilitators as well as the 

feedback from students attending the lab sessions.  

 

The curriculum for the Spanish major consists of traditional courses in language, 

literature and culture, as well as practical courses like SP 330 (Spanish for Business), SP 

340 (Theatre Performance in Spanish), and SP 350 (Study Abroad in Spanish) and SP 
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Assessment Methods 

 

For the assessment of the learning goals for the Spanish major the following courses will 

be used: 

 

 

                     Learning Goals                           Courses 

                                  1 SP 302 Spanish Composition 

                                  3 
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Learning Goal 1: Students will demonstrate proficiency in speaking, listening, reading 

and writing in Spanish. 

 

 

Table 1: SP 302 Spanish Conversation and Composition II 

 

Rubric Category Percentage of students in category 

Excellent                            60 

Adequate                            40 

Nominal                              0 

Number of students evaluated                              5 

 

Total of Excellent and Adequate combined: 100%. 

Rating for goal 1: “Green light.” 

 

 

Learning Goal 3. Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze and conduct research 

on works of literature from the Spanish-speaking world. 

Table 3: SP 321 Survey of Spanish Literature 

Rubric Category Percentage of Students in category 

Excellent 22 % 

Adequate 78 % 

Nominal 0 

Number of students evaluated 9  

 

Total of Excellent and Adequate combined 100% 

Rating of Goal 3: Green Light 

 

 

Learning Goal 4: Students will demonstrate their comprehension and appreciation of the 

diversity of the Hispanic culture and their understanding of the social, historical, political, 
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Analysis of Assessment Results 

 

The analysis of the data shows that the Spanish major is in the right direction. 

 

Learning Goal 1:  

Assessment for SP302: Spanish Composition 

 

The assessment of the learning goal for the written component of the Spanish 

Composition course shows that the Department continues doing a very good job during 

the first semesters of the Spanish language courses, building a strong foundation for the 

upper division courses. The Spanish Conversation and Composition II course (together 

with the Spanish Conversation and Composition I course) is one of the courses 

recommended to be taken at the beginning of the major. Most of the students take that 

course right or soon after they take SP 223: Intermediate Spanish.  

This is a very important result: 100% of the students at the excellent or adequate level. 

With the strong formation in writing in the composition course, students are able to 

succeed in the other upper division courses. They will be able to write good essays in the 

literature classes, etc. 

The oral component of the course has also benefited from a stronger foundation in the 

first semesters of Spanish language courses. On the year 2005 the Department created a 

Communicative Lab, in which students taking the first two semesters of Spanish can 

practice the target language with the assistance of a facilitator (an advanced Spanish 

major student). 

For assessing Learning Goal 1, essays have been used as artifacts. From the 5 students, 3 

(60%) wrote an essay that falls within the category “excellent”, 2 (40%) within the 

category “adequate”, and none within the category “nominal.”  

 

 

Learning Goal 3: 
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Learning Goal 4: 

Assessment for SP301: Spanish Conversation 

 

The assessment of the learning goal for the oral component of the Spanish Conversation 

course shows that the Department continues doing a very good job during the first 

semesters of the Spanish language courses, building a strong foundation for the upper 

division courses. The Spanish Conversation and Composition I course (together with the 

Spanish Conversation and Composition II course) is one of the courses recommended to 

be taken at the beginning of the major. Most of the students take that course right or soon 

after they take SP 223: Intermediate Spanish.  

This is a very important result: 93% of the students at the excellent or adequate level. 

With the strong formation in oral expression in the Spanish conversation course, students 
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That course allows for more integration of theory and practice, since students work on a 

special project relevant to their major. Those students who are double major will continue 

to be able to work in a project that put together the acquired knowledge in both fields. 

An important component of the Spanish major is its course SP350: Study Abroad in 

Spanish. It complies with Goal #2: Students will demonstrate an ability to engage in 

meaningful interactions in Spanish with people from other countries. During the 

academic year 2012-2013 no student was able to participate in a study abroad program. 

In lieu of it students had many opportunities to engage in interactions in Spanish with 

people from other countries through the cultural activities organized by the ML 

Department and the student organization Sigma Delta Pi. In the near future Spanish major 

students will have the possibility of taking SP350: Study Abroad in Spanish: (1) in Spain, 

during Summer 2013 immersion course, and (2) in Chile, during the January immersion 

session. 

 

Faculty teaching courses within the Spanish major will continue to meet to discuss 

assessment of the learning goals for that academic program. 

 

Students who are majoring in Spanish will continue to have the opportunity to work as 
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Appendix 1: Rubrics 

 

Compositions 

 

 

 
Categoría 

 

4 3 2 1 

 

Oraciones y 

Párrafos 

 

Oraciones y 

párrafos están 

completos, bien-

construidos y con 

estructura 

variada 

 

Todas las 

oraciones están 

completas y bien 

construidas (no 

hay fragmentos o 

escrito a prisa) 

 

La mayoría de 

las oraciones 

están completas 

y bien 

construidas. Los 

párrafos 

necesitan algo de 

trabajo 

 

Muchos 

fragmentos de 

oraciones u 

oraciones hechas 

a prisa o los 

párrafos 

necesitan mucho 

trabajo. 

Gramática y 

Ortografía 

 

No comete 

errores de 

gramática u 

ortografía 

 

El escritor 

comete 1-2 

errores de 

gramática u 

ortografía. 

 

El escritor 

comete 3-4 

errores de 

gramática u 

ortografía 

 

El escritor 

comete más de 4 

errores de 

gramática u 

ortografía. 

Precisión del 

contenido 

 

El documento 

contiene al 

menos 10 hechos 

certeros 




