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Executive Summary

The Modern Languages Department supports the mission of Millikin University in
preparing students for professional success, democratic citizenship in a diverse global
community, and a personal life of meaning and value. In the context of the Spanish
major, the mission of the Department is to produce graduates who achieve the following
four learning outcome goals:

(1) Students will demonstrate proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing
in Spanish.

(2) Students will demonstrate an ability to engage in meaningful interactions in
Spanish with people from other countries.

(3) Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze and conduct research on works of
literature from the Spanish-speaking world.

(4) Students will demonstrate their comprehension and appreciation of the diversity
of the Hispanic culture and their understanding of the social, historical, political,
and cultural contexts of the Spanish-speaking nations of the world.

The core curriculum begins with freshman-level courses in Beginning Spanish and
Continuing Spanish, as well as a sophomore-level course in Intermediate Spanish, all of
which establish a student’s competency in Spanish and readiness to continue on with
more advanced studies in Spanish. As a student’s course of study within the Spanish
major continues, he or she engages more specific on focused areas of study in Spanish
conversation and composition, and in courses that deal with the culture, art, business,
literature, film, theatre and linguistics of the Spanish-speaking world.

Part of the Modern Languages Department’s ongoing revitalization is an establishment of
thorough and ongoing assessment at the course and program level. It is hoped and
anticipated that the listing of artifacts and rubrics here provided will be helpful in
continuing to make assessment more systematic throughout the Spanish major and the
Modern Languages area.



Goals
The purpose of the Spanish major is stated in four Modern Languages Department goals:

(1) Students will demonstrate proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing
in Spanish.

(2) Students will demonstrate an ability to engage in meaningful interactions in
Spanish with people from other countries.

(3) Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze and conduct research on works of
literature from the Spanish-speaking world.

(4) Students will demonstrate their comprehension and appreciation of the diversity
of the Hispanic culture and their understanding of the social, historical, political,
and cultural contexts of the Spanish-speaking nations of the world.

These Modern Languages Department goals match well with Millikin’s University-wide
learning goals:

(1) Millikin students will prepare for professional success.

(2) Millikin students will actively engage in the responsibilities of citizenship in their
communities.

(3) Millikin students will discover and develop a personal life of meaning and value.

The table on the follo



Learning Goal Corresponding MU Learning Goal
Number(s)

Students will demonstrate proficiency in 1

speaking, listening, reading, and writing in
Spanish.

Students will demonstrate an ability to 1,2
engage in meaningful interactions in
Spanish with people from other countries.
Students will demonstrate an ability to 1
analyze, and conduct research on works of
literature from the Spanish-speaking world.
Students will demonstrate their 1,2,3
comprehension and appreciation of the
diversity of Hispanic culture, and their
understanding of the social, historical,
political, and cultural contexts of the
Spanish-speaking nations of the world.

Students majoring in Spanish are required to take 21 credit hours of Spanish at the 300
level or above, including the capstone course SP480: Spanish Advanced Conversation
and Composition. The prerequisite for taking a 300-level course is three semesters of

Spanish-language courses.

The mission of the Spanish major is to prepare students for a career in teaching, for
graduate studies in literature, or to provide the necessary Spanish-language skills for
success in other fields.

Snapshot/Overview

Four full-time instructors and one adjunct instructor teach Spanish. The four full-time
instructors include one Associate Professor, one Instructor and two Lecturers.

The Spanish Major program has experienced major change in terms of its curriculum and
requirements. From a complicated requirement of courses and sequence of courses, the
Spanish Major was changed to a simpler requirement of seven courses beyond SP 223,
Intermediate Spanish, including SP 480: Spanish Advanced Conversation and
Compositio
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A chapter of the national Spanish Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi was created, which
makes possible for the Spanish major students to participate in cultural activities as well
as in round tables to practice their oral communicative skills.

A radio show in Spanish Espafiol en Accidn was created, making possible for the students
to participate as guests. Students may improve their listening and oral skills as well as
their knowledge of the cultures of the Spanish speaking world.

The creation of the language communicative lab allows the students with a Spanish major
to work as special tutors.



Assessment Methods

The table on the following page provides examples of specific assignments where student

growth could be assessed:

Course

Assignments Where
Student Growth Can Be
Assessed

Related Modern
Languages Department
Goals

Related Millikin
University Goals

Spanish 103 (Beginning | Oral Exams 1 1
Spanish) Written Exams
Spanish 114 Oral Exams 1 1
(Continuing Spanish) Written Exams
Spanish 223 Oral Exams 1,4 1,2
(Intermediate Spanish) Written Exams

Presentations
Spanish 301 (Spanish Oral Exams 1,4 1,2
Conversation and Presentations
Composition 1) Written Exams
Spanish 302 (Spanish Oral Exams 1,4 1,2
Conversation and Essays
Composition 1) Written Exams
Spanish 303 (Culture of | Presentations 4 2,3
the Spanish-Speaking Exams
World)
Spanish 304 (Culture of | Presentations 4 2,3
Latin America) Exams
Spanish 320 (Art, Presentations 4 2,3
Literature, and Film of Exams
U.S. Latinos)
Spanish 321 (Survey of | Research Essays 3 1,3
Spanish Literature) Exams
Spanish 323 (Survey of | Research Essays 3 1,3
Latin American Exams
Literature I)
Spanish 324 (Survey of | Research Essays 3 1,3
Latin American Exams
Literature I1)
Spanish 330 (Spanish Presentations 4 1,23
for Business) Exams
Spanish 340 (Theatre Presentations 4 1,2,3
Performance in Spanish) | Exams
Spanish 350 (Study Interviews 2 1,2,3
Abroad in Spanish) Essay

Diary
Spanish 481 and 482 Research Essays 3 1,2,3
(Topics in Hispanic Exams

Literature)













Table 4: SP 304 Culture of Spain
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In all those three countries Millikin’ students have had plenty of opportunities to engage
in meaningful interactions in Spanish with people from different social status. From the
academic refined language to the street language, the students demonstrated their
communications skills by interacting with professors, waiters, bus drivers, etc.

It is also evident the confidence the students get by being able to communicate with
native speakers in another country.

Assessment of the Study Abroad in Argentina:

Five students participated in the Study Abroad in Argentina. The whole period of time
was spent in Buenos Aires, where students participated in a number of cultural activities.
They were able to immerse themselves in the culture by communicating with native
speakers on a permanent basis. Students watch and analyze a play, visited museums and
wrote analytical reports on work of art, studied the life of the gauchos, learned to dance
tango, etc.

For assessing Learning Goal 2, a final report has been used as artifact.

From the 5 students who wrote the final report, 4 fall within the category “excellent”
(80%), and 1 within the category “adequate” (20%).
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Follow up and Improvement Plans

The Department of Modern Languages will continue to implement a communicative
approach to teaching, as well as continue monitoring the needs of the students who major
in Spanish. In Spring 2010 the capstone course SP480: Spanish Advanced Conversation
and Composition was offered for the third time, and will continue to be offered every
Spring semester. That course allows for more integration of theory and practice, since
students will be working in a special project relevant to their major. Those students who
are double major will continue to be able to work in a project that put together the
acquired knowledge in both fields. In the Spring 2010 semester, students from the
capstone course participated in the Celebrations of Scholarship event, showing their
achievements in their research. The Department is planning to continue with that
tradition.

Since the Fall 2008 semester, the Department of Modern Language has a new Assistant
Professor of Spanish specialized in Central American Literature.
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Appendix 1: Rubrics

Compositions

Categoria 4 3 2
Oraciones y Oraciones y Todas las La mayoria de
Parrafos parrafos estan oraciones estan

completos, bien-  completas y bien
construidos y con  construidas (no

estructura hay fragmentos o
variada escrito a prisa)
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Appendix 2: Rubrics

Literature Essays

Excellent

Adequate

Nominal

Concepts and Thesis

[5 points]

Student shows a
strong knowledge of
literature concepts,
and essay has a clear
thesis.

[3 points]

Student shows a
reasonable but less
than complete
knowledge of
literature concepts,
and essay has a thesis.

[1 point]

Student shows a
marginal awareness of
literature concepts,
and thesis is not clear.

Organization of Ideas

Text Analysis

[5 points]

Student defends his or
her main idea very
clearly, with strong
organizational links
between and among
his or her ideas.

[5 points]

[3 points]

Student defends his or
her main idea
somewhat clearly,
with reasonably
effective
organizational links
between and among
his or her ideas.
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[1 point]

Student’s defense of
his or her main idea is
unclear;
organizational links
between and among
his or her ideas are
weak or nonexistent.




