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The Learning Story

The curriculum map shows the sequence and strategy of how writing major students develop
and fulfill the learning outcome goals. The curriculum map provides an indication of points of
engagement in relation to each learning goal, but our assessment of student learning is based
on review of artifacts in the English Writing major’s portfolio.

Table 2: Curriculum Map for Writing Major Core Learning Goals

Writing Major Writing Major Core Learning Goals
Requirements
WM1-knowledge WM2-apply WM3- WM4- WM5-
of classical & writing produce reflect on | develop own
contemporary theories to original & critique personal
rhetorics own writing own theory of
processes theory writing writing or
research poetics
EN241
Classical -
Traditions
EN310
Applying - . -
Writing Theory
EN410 Senior
Writing . -
Portfolio

Table 3: Curriculum Map for Creative Writing Learning Goals

Creative Writing Creative Writing Learning Goals
Course Options (acquired through choice of three advanced writing courses)
CW1-know CW2-know contemporary writers’ CW3-creation of
form & aesthetic responses to tradition &  publishable or near
structure of own contributions to those professional texts
genres traditions
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All writing majors complete the English major traditions core for historical breadth of the role
of writing and literature in society over time. Within the traditions core, writing majors take a
section of section of EN214 Western Classical Traditions, which specifically introduces them to
the origins of writing theory, both rhetoric and poetic. All writing majors also complete at least
one course on publishing contemporary technology.

Writing majors choose an area of concentration for advanced studies in writing. We offer three
areas of concentration: creative writing, journalism, and professional writing. Students must
complete three advanced studies courses in the area of concentration and one advanced
writing course outside their chosen area of concentration.

Writing majors concentrating in creative writing develop advanced creative writing abilities
in a variety of methods and genre. All creative writing concentration majors begin with the
Introduction to Creative Writing course. They can then take as many Advanced Creative
Writing Courses as they like, depending on their interests. Topics for Advanced courses range
from poetry translation, scriptwriting, fiction, prose and poetry sequences, to courses where
students collect their work in chapbook and/or manuscript form and reflect on it. Students are
prepared with the professional skills needed to prepare and submit their work for publication.
Creative writing concentration majors often find homes for their work in Collage or with
Bronze Man Books. These concentration majors generally plan to enter MA, MFA, and/or Ph. D
programs in Creative Writing.

Writing majors concentrating in professional writing develop advanced editing, publishing,
and business writing abilities. They typically take two or three courses on print media
publishing, web publishing, technical or business communication, and related courses on
public relations or marketing. Some of the professional writing students plan to go directly into
industry as web designers, publication editors, or technical writers. Others plan to go to
graduate school, usually with a combination of rhetoric, composition or professional writing.

Writing majors concentrating in journalism acquire advanced writing and editing methods
specific to journalistic story formats. Beginning students take News Writing in which they learn
fundamental skills necessary to generate story ideas, interview sources, as well as write and
edit stories. Advanced writing classes such as Feature Writing and Studies in Journalism teach
students more sophisticated data collection and writing techniques. Additionally, these courses
push students to further investigate the ever-changing role of the press and their contribution
to it. While some students go on to graduate studies in journalism, others enter the print,
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Professional writing students often serve as editors and designers for such as the English
Department newsletter, the Projector, and other campus publications.

These advanced opportunities for integrating theory and practice prepare our writing majors
for a variety of professional opportunities in the future. Employing their advanced writing,
editing, and publishing skills in the service of others, writing majors often complete
professional writing Internships in the community for a wide range of business and non-profit
organizations.

In the spring of the junior year, all writing majors come together to take the course, Applying
Writing Theory. This course on contemporary writing theories (again both Rhetoric and Poetic)
prepares students to develop a rich theoretical understanding of writing in the current society.
Students in Applying Writing Theory study one of the major applications of writing theory, the
teaching of writing. They also apply the writing theories to a research project, studying writing
as the subject of original research. This advanced theory and practice course is a gateway
course for graduate studies in writing and prepares students to discuss their own writing
abilities in future job interviews.

The final chapter of the writing major learning story is that all writing majors complete a
senior writing portfolio in the fall semester their senior year. Each portfolio is a custom,
creation, demonstrating the student’s ability to write, edit, and design a collection of their best
work. The portfolios provide a means of demonstrating the range of professional abilities, and
it becomes a place for reflection on the student’s abilities and future goals.

Assessment Methods

Between the Fall and Spring semester, English faculty on the Writing Major Committee
reviewed the Senior Writing Portfolios evaluating the quality of learning demonstrated for each
learning goal, using the portfolio review rubric.

Portfolio Artifact 1: personal writing theory or statement of poetics

Portfolio Artifact 2: sample of writing theory research

Portfolio Artifact 3: annotations of writing samples and/or publication designs

Concentration Portfolio Artifacts: writing samples and/or publication designs in area of
concentration

Assessment Results Data

Assessment data is reported for all English writing majors, then broken into the three areas of
concentration. Portfolios were evaluated using the rubrics, with judges scores averaged for
each student rating for each artifact.

3.00 — 2.50 = green (excellent level of performance)
2.49 — 1.50 = yellow (adequate level of performance)
1.49 — 1.00 = red (inadequate level of performance)

In the following tables, the number of students rated in each level of performance are
reported, along with a “total” composite score for all students. This total score indicates the
level of performance of that graduating class of senior English writing majors.
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Comparison of 2007 (n=13) and 2008 (n=10) portfolio evaluation ratings:

Table 10: Writing Major Core Learning Goals Portfolio Evaluation Ratings

2007 2008
Artifact 1: personal writing theory or statement of poetics
. . : 2.28 2.8
(synthesizes classical & contemporary theories)
Artifact 2: writing theory research
(grounded in methods & issues of contemporary 2.10 2.7
writing theory research)
Artifact 3: annotations of writing samples
(reveals richness of rhetorical strategies of near- 2.62 2.7
professional performance)
Table 11: Creative Writing Concentration Learning Goals Portfolio Ratings
2007 2008
Artifact 1: annotated writing samples
(awareness of methods and forms of genres 2.07 3.0

successfully implemented in samples)
Artifact 2: introd
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writing students are demonstrating an excellent level of performance on the key learning
outcome goals.

In comparison to the YELLOW level of performance in 2007, the students improved in their
demonstration of original writing theory research and overall performance in the development
of their senior writing portfolios. This improved performance could also be partly a result of
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Appendix 1: Writing Major Core Learning Goals Portfolio Evaluation Rubric

Green

Yellow

Red

Artifact 1:
personal
writing theory
or statement

Senior writing portfolio
includes a personal
theory of writing
(within the student’s

Senior writing portfolio

includes a personal theory

of writing (within the
student’s concentration)

Senior writing portfolio
lacks a personal theory
of writing (within the
student’s

of poetics concentration) that but provides only a concentration) or
synthesizes superficial conveys a lack of
Related appropriate acknowledgement of theoretical basis for
goals: applications of connections to classical the student’s writing
WM1 WM3 classical and and contemporary strategies. “Good
WM5 contemporary writing theories. writing is a gift or
theories. knack.”
Artifact 2: Senior writing portfolio | Senior writing portfolio Senior writing portfolio
writing theory | includes high quality includes original research includes no evidence or
research original research on on writing grounded in poor quality research
writing grounded in issues of contemporary on writing (lacks
Related methods and issues of | writing theory, but lacks grounding in issues of
goals: contemporary writing significance or connection contemporary writing
WM3 theory research. to current issues. theory).
Artifact 3: Senior writing Senior writing portfolio Senior writing portfolio
annotations portfolio includes includes critical includes arbitrary
of writing critical annotations on | annotations on the annotations that
samples the student’s own student’s own writing demonstrate the
writing revealing a revealing some inability of the writer to
Related richness of strategies understanding of be self-critical or to
goals: and high levels of strategies and skills of seriously reflect on
WM4 understanding o f the near-professional writing. higher levels of

skills of near-
professional writing.

strategies of near-
professional writing.
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Appendix 2: Creative Writing Concentration Learning Goals Portfolio Evaluation Rubric

| Green | Yellow | Red
Artifact 1:

annotated
writing samples

Related goals:

10
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Appendix 5: Writing Major Portfolio Ratings 2007
Student Name:
Writing Concentration (circle one): creative writing  journalism professional writing

Writing Major Core Learning Goals Portfolio Evaluation Ratings

Green Yellow Red

Artifact 1: personal writing theory or statement of
poetics
(synthesizes classical & contemporary
theories)

Artifact 2: writing theory research
(grounded in methods & issues of
contemporary writing theory research)

Artifact 3: annotations of writing samples
(reveals richness of rhetorical strategies of
near-professional performance in
concentration)

Creative Writing Concentration Learning Goals Portfolio Evaluation Rubric

Green Yellow Red

Artifact 1: annotated writing samples
(awareness of methods and forms of genres
successfully implemented in samples)
Artifact 2:
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