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through its reading in and practice of literary theory (core and 300-level genre courses), requires the 

integration of theory and practice.  The 420 Seminar asks the students to produce a scholarly essay 
that integrates existing scholarship and theoretical perspectives with the student’s own reading or 
approach to an examined work(s).  By asking the students to produce a near-professional, original 

work of literary research and scholarship, EN 420 concludes the student’s development as a reader, 
researcher, thinking, and scholar in English literature.  
 
Assessment Methods 
The English Department uses two methods for assessing the Literature Major, Exit Interviews and 
Portfolios.  Each method samples different aspects of Literature Majors’ experience. 
 

1. Exit Interviews 
The Exit Interviews are intended as a reflective exercise for the majors and a qualitative assessment 
method for the English Department, encouraging graduating literature majors to share with faculty 
their impressions of their own learning process.  From these interviews, the Department can gauge 
the student expectations of the major weighed against their actual experience, detecting the strengths 
and weaknesses of the curriculum. 

The exit interviews focus on the following questions. These same questions are circulated to students 
in advance. Instructions to students:  By conducting exit interviews, we hope to give graduating 

seniors in the literature major an opportunity to give us feedback on our program and their 



and faculty can gauge student learning in process.  The portfolio will remain a touchstone through the 

degree, and the activity of maintaining and updating it (adding to and substituting new work for old) 
will encourage students to overtly reassess their old work in light of new learning. 

The portfolios and the rubrics for evaluating them allow for quantitative assessment of the major. 

At the end of the Spring semester, English faculty on the Literature Major Committee review the 
Senior Literature Portfolios, evaluating the quality of learning demonstrated for each learning goal, 
using the portfolio essays review rubric. 
 

Portfolio Artifact 1: essay based on genre  
Portfolio Artifact 2: essay on literature related to contexts 
Portfolio Artifact 3: essay employing literary critical theory 
Portfolio Artifact 4: scholarly essay 

 
Students select the essays for inclusion in their portfolio, often as a professionalizing effort to prepare 

applications for graduate school and to have a portfolio of representative writing at hand.  As the 

artifacts correspond with Literature major learning goals, these artifact essays will come out of the 
following coursework where faculty prioritize those goals. 
 
English Literature major students will: 

L1. have advanced understanding of a variety of literary genres. 
L2. have advanced underst



Senior Literature Portfolio Evaluation Rubric 

 
 Green Yellow  Red 

Artifact 1: 
genre 
essays 
 
Related 
goal: 
L1 

Portfolio includes essays that 
clearly present knowledge of the 
inherent and established 
features of literary genres. 

Portfolio includes some essays 
that present knowledge of genre 
features and methods of literary 
genres. 

Portfolio includes essays that 
have difficulty discussing 
fundamental genre 
distinctions and their 
workings. 

Artifact 2: 
essays 
related to 
contexts 
 
Related 
goals: 
L2 

Portfolio includes essays that 
clearly present a range of 
contextual factors and 
contributors to text.  Essays 
clearly articulate not only what 
those factors are, but how they 
effect authors and the works 
they produce. 

Portfolio includes some essays 
that demonstrate a knowledge 
but not a full range of contextual 
factors and contributors to text.  
Essays attempt to articulate not 
only what those factors are, but 
how they effect authors and the 
works they produce. 

Portfolio includes essays that 
discuss a limited range of 
contextual factors influencing 
authors and the works they 
produce. 

Artifact 3: 
essays 
employ 
critical 
theory 
 
Related 
goals: 
L3 

Portfolio includes essays that 
ably and aptly handle critical 
theory in the interpretation of 
text.  The critical reading makes 
use of the critical method, more 
than simply restating the 
assessments of other scholars. 

Portfolio includes essays that 
attempt to use a critical method 
in interpreting the text.  Essays 
may make equal use of 
interpreting and restating the 
findings of other scholars. 

Portfolio includes essays that 
demonstrate a limited 
understanding of theoretical 
application and the way 
theory can open up a text.  
Essays rely primarily on a 
restatement of other scholars’ 
findings. 

Artifact 4:  
Scholarly 
essay 
 
Related 
goals: 
L4 

Portfolio includes an essay that 
includes a bibliographic history 
on the examined work(s) of 
literature. The essay will voice 
an approach or a reading of the 
work(s) that the bibliography 
doesn’t already (in whole or 
collectively) articulate. 

Portfolio includes an essay with 
a bibliographic history on the 
examined work(s) of literature.  
The essay will attempt to voice a 
new approach or reading. 

Portfolio includes an essay 
with a partial bibliographic 
history on the examined 
work(s) of literature.  The 
essay has difficulty voicing a 
new approach or reading. 

  

Assessment Data 
 
Portfolios of graduating seniors will be assessed each spring semester. Although the 2006 report 

claims that “Spring 2007 will mark the first opportunity to assess graduating seniors who have 
progressed through the major under the current outcome goals and assessment methods,” this is in 
fact not the case. The literature program graduated one major in Spring 2007. She entered Millikin in 
Fall 2003, slightly before the literature major outcome goals and assessment methods were in place. 
However, this year’s senior did participate in EN 202, Writing about Literature, which is the course 
designated as the introduction to the major.  
 

Literature Portfolio 2007 
One literature major was asked to complete a portfolio for assessment. This was the portfolio that was 
evaluated.  
 

Artifact Ranking 

Artifact 1: genre essays 

Related goal: L1 

Yellow 

Artifact 2: essays related to contexts 
Related goals: L2 

Green 

Artifact 3: essays employ critical theory 
Related goals: L3 

Green 

Artifact 4: scholarly essay 
Related goals: L4 

Yellow 

 
 
 



Analysis of Assessment Results 

 
The report will analyze the results from our assessment methods and rate the quality and 
effectiveness of Literature major student performance on each student learning outcome goal. The 

Literature Major Committee has established levels of performance on each learning goal, using the 
green, yellow and red light analogy. Prof. Crowe and Dr. George conducted the assessment of this 
year’s portfolio. Rather than conduct an interview, we opted instead to send the questions to our 
graduating senior; the answers to those questions have yet to be received at this writing.  
 
The analysis of the portfolio revealed the following: 
 

Strengths 
The contexts and critical theory goals were met by this portfolio. The contexts essay not only included 
an historical examination of the topic but also a number of primary historical texts, which the writer 
the



3. Continue incorporating literary theory in 300-level courses. While the theoretical introduction 

presented in EN202 is good, it needs to be reinforced in the 300-level courses in order for the student 
to have a working knowledge of major theories and theorists as well as an understanding of the 
theories for EN420.  

 
4. Work with the library to order significant theoretical texts. Each literary theory contains a corpus of 
foundational texts. Staley Library already owns some of these (Edward W. Said’s Orientalism and 
Cultural and Imperialism, Simone de Beauvoir’s Second Sex for two examples), but we must 


